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Latinos
Celebrate
Heritage

By MAaLikaA KarPaDIA
Columbia Daily Spectator

B Students hope to see
Latino community at

Columbia expand.

Gabriel Pitta, CC '01 and co-chair |
of this year’s Latino Heritage Month
committee, encountered a culture |
shock upon coming to Columbia.
Pitta, who was born in Colombia, |
moved to New York when he was
seven years old. His parents left |
Colombia because of its unstable
political climate and, in leaving, had
to give up
their pro-
fessional
lifestvles.

ing, was diverse—one-half white

and one-half black
and Puerto Rican.
When he arrived
at Columbia,
where Latinos
make up less than
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